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Shires lash funding change

M Darcy Hay

The Gascoyne’s two smallest
shires say a three-year Federal Go-
vernment freeze on indexation of
Financial Assistance Grants is es-
sentially a funding cut, and servic-
es will suffer.

The grants are distributed every
year to all local governments in
Australia, and have been since
1974.

This year, Carnarvon has been
given about $4.86 million, Ex-
mouth has been given about $1.89
million, Shark Bay Shire has re-
ceived about $1.86 million and Up-
per Gascoyne Shire has received

& |t doesn't matter how you look at it,
this is a cut, we'll have to scale back

Dirk Sellenger

$3.51 million.

But for the first time since the
1997-98 financial year, there will be
no rise in funding accounting for
population growth and increases
in CPI — rates will stay at a nomi-
nal level until the 2017-18 financial
year.

Shark Bay Shire chief executive
officer Paul Anderson said it was,
at best, undesirable, and could cre-
ate problems in meeting expenses

if economic conditions sour.

“The freeze is effectively a fund-
ing cut, and it’s going to affect us
over the next three years,” Mr An-
derson said.

“It’s disappointing, and it’s good
to warn people now.

“If, over three years, indexation
of the grant might have come out at
six or seven percent of the Finan-
cial Assistance Grant figure, that
would be perhaps $80,000 or so,

which is quite a bit to have to find
in the budget.”

Upper Gascoyne chief executive
officer Dirk Sellenger said many
items in this year’s $7.8 million
budget for general expenditure
had been scaled back as a direct re-
sult of the freeze. For example, con-
tracts for graders, water trucks
and other road maintenance pro-
viders guaranteed a minimum
1000 hours work two years ago,
when the positions first became
open. Only 200 hours work can be
guaranteed under new contract.

“It doesn’t matter how you look
at it, this is a cut,” Mr Sellenger
said.

“We’ll have to scale back road
works, we’d like to employ two dog-
gers to combat our serious wild
dogprogram, but there’sno money,
something had to give, so we’ve on-
ly got one.

“We’re very disappointed, but
there have been cuts in the past,
there’ll be cuts in the future, and
we’re in the middle of one now.”

Carnarvon Shire chief executive
officer Ian D’Arcy said the Federal
funds would be slotted into the
Shire’s general pool of money for
the budget, which typically runs at
about $15 million a year.

He raised no concern about the
lack of indexation.
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EXTRA VALUE - GREAT FRESH VALUE ***

Yearling Beef Porterhouse Steak .
Min Weiggt Tkg Pepsi or - Cadbury Coca Cola, p Kleenex . Mainland Block
; Schweppes - =" Medium Bars : A Fanta, Lift or | Cottonelle White Cheese 1kg
30x375ml ' 30-60g or .77+ Srite 2 Litre i Unscented Toilet Selected Varieties
Selected Varieties Sour Patch oSS | Selected Varisties Tissue 48 Packs $9.19 per kg
$1.33 per Litre Kids 659 $0.23 per 100 shests

Selected Varieties
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$1.55 per litre

OPEN 7 DAYS 8am-6pm Corner Angelo/Robins‘Z)n St, Carnarvon Ph 9941 1403



